November - December 2021

UTC SOUTH DURHAM
NORTH EAST STEM
FOUNDATION DINNER RAISES
£40,000 FOR CHARITY
With the aim of celebrating successes of
the STEM sector in the North east and to
help raise money to support young people
in STEM, UTC had the pleasure of holding
the North East Foundation Charity Dinner
In the stand out moment of the evening,
students Chloe and Mlen shared their story
of success with guests and demonstrated
why it is so important to raise the
aspirations of all young people who want to
go into STEM careers. In the end, those in
attendance were able to raise an amazing
total of £40,000.

UTC SOUTH DURHAM GIVEN £1.1 MILLION TO EXTEND
ENGINEERING HALL TO DELIVER T-LEVELS TO POST 16
STUDENTS
As part of a project to tackle regional skills gaps and level
up local economies, the Department of Education has
granted us £1.1 million to build a new specialist
engineering annex next to our main building. With this
funding, we will be able to create a specialist environment
to deliver our new post 16 option of T-Levels.

YEAR 13 STUDENTS ENJOY A GUEST LECTURE WITH
DURHAM UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING PROFESSOR
In November Dr Shirshova, assistant professor at Durham University
Engineering Department delivered a unique guest lecture to our Sixth
Form Chemistry students. In the hour long talk, Dr Shirshova spoke to our
students about her research in functional polymetric materials for energy
applications and how her studies has enabled her to work alongside
companies such as Volvo!
Dr Shirshova also took questions about what the future of functional
polymetric materials looks like and what kind of projects students could
be working if they chose it as a career path.

HERE4HORSES CHARITY RAFFLE
To help raise money for Hunwick based charity
Here4Horses Sixth Form student Amber Roberson
organised and ran a school raffle. With a handmade
yuletide blanket that Amber made herself as the star
prize, the raffle made an amazing total of £120 that will
go towards offering rescue, refuge and rehabilitation
for horses in the local area!

YEAR 13 STUDENT
BAGS A DEGREE
LEVEL
APPRENTICESHIP
NEARLY A YEAR
IN ADVANCE
Congratulations
to
Erin
Thornton
who
has
successfully
secured
a
Degree Level Apprenticeship
with M5tec!

ROAD SAFETY DEMONSTRATION WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE FIRE STATION
As part of road safety week, Newton Aycliffe Fire Station demonstrated to our Year 10 students how they
safely rescue people from vehicles following accidents. With Year 10 watching from the engineering hall
balcony, the crew got to work carefully smashing windows and cutting off the roof of a car to rescue two
students who had earlier volunteered to sit inside.
Thanks to the crew at Newton Aycliffe Fire Station that gave up their time to provide students with this
experience and also JNB Vehicle Recycling for donating us the car!

THE BEST STUDENT
SUPPORT TEAM!
Over the last few months our
student support team have
gone above and beyond to
support students here at UTC!

SANTA JOINS YEAR 10
FOR LUNCH

They were overwhelmed by the
amazing Christmas gifts from
students and parents!

STAFF AND STUDENTS
RAISE £544.16 FOR
CHILDREN IN NEED
On Friday 22nd November UTC staff and
students raised £544.16 for Children In Need!
As well as a non-uniform day, students decided
to run different actives to help raise money. By
far the most popular was ‘soak the teacher’
which involved staff having students pour
buckets of water over their head during the
lunch break!

