
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Post 16 Pre-Apprenticeship Programme 2020/21 

Level 1 EAL NVQ Certificate in PEO (Performing Engineering Operations) 
 

Overview 
 

This qualification covers specific skills knowledge and behaviours of a range of engineering disciplines 
which have been developed in consultation with engineering industry specialists and training providers to 
ensure that it meets the needs of employers and learners across the advanced manufacturing and 
engineering sector. 
 
The awarding body for this course is EAL, a specialist skills partner and awarding organisation for industry. 
This course is verified by Hydram, a leading engineering manufacturer of sheet metal products. Hydran 
verify all of the students work through our external verification process. This guarantees that it meets both 
EAL and industry standards for quality. 
 
This course is for learners who are looking to advance to the development phase of a relevant 
apprenticeship standard. 
 
The qualification is achieved when all the necessary units have been completed. The centre will then be 
able to apply for the learner’s certificate of achievement. The learners will also receive a certificate of unit 
credit, listing all the units they have achieved. 
 
This qualification is not graded, learners can achieve a pass or be refer only. To achieve a pass, learners 
must be able to demonstrate their performance, skills, knowledge and behaviours across all units. 
 
The course will enable learners to: 

 Learn practical skills and gain a relevant industry standard qualification. 

 Access workplace experience with companies in the form of site visits. 

 Experience development sessions and careers advice as part of our wider 6th form offer. 

 Further develop skills in English and Maths by studying functional skills courses with GCSE English 
and Maths teachers. 
 

 

                
 
 



   

Level 1 PEO Course Structure 

 

The one year Level 1 PEO course is a 10 hour part time qualification which is designed to prepare students 
for the Level 2 PEO course, and possibly onto a Level 3 apprenticeship or relevant engineering course. 10 
hours of timetabled lessons are taught by specialist staff, all with teaching and industry experience in their 
relevant field of expertise. Additional self-directed study will be spent writing up the practical activities you 
are working on, or sitting additional Maths and English functional skills lessons. Learners will not be in UTC 
on one day of the week, allowing them to seek work experience in their chosen field of employment. 
 
All learners will cover the fundamental skills, knowledge and behaviours common to all engineering 
practices (the mandatory units). They will then study assessment units in both Mechanical Engineering and 
Fabrication and Welding industry sectors. 
 
Learners will study 5 units in this course. These units are practical based units, taught in the 
ENGINEERING Hall or an engineering classroom for theoretical knowledge. 
 
The 3 mandatory units are– 

 Working Safely in an Engineering Environment. 

 Carrying out engineering activities efficiently and effectively. 

 Using and Communicating Technical Information. 
 
The other 2 units are in the following practices–  

 Making Components using Hand Tools and Fitting Techniques. 

 Carrying Out Sheet Metal Cutting, Forming and Assembly Activities. 

There will be some process in the Engineering Hall that are not covered in any of the formal assessments 

learners will be assessed on for their Level 1. There will still be opportunities to experience and develop 

skills in these processes, ready to study them in more detail when moving onto the level 2. 

Level 1 PEO Assessment 
 

All units are assessed against a set criteria. Assessment involves a written portfolio of evidence (produced 
by the learner), witness testimonies and verbal questioning to measure knowledge and understanding of 
key principles.  
There are also 5 written tasks (linked to each unit) that need to be passed by each student. These 
documents contain a number of questions based on the practical activities that make up each practical unit.  
 

Progression from Level 1 PEO 

 
Completion of the Level 1 PEO qualification can lead onto a Level 2 PEO or other engineering related Level 
2 qualifications (at UTC or other providers). This can eventually lead onto a Level 3 apprenticeship within 
the engineering sector. 
 
If learners manage to complete units early, there will be an opportunity to complete Level 2 units. This will 
allow learners to gain credits that can be used when starting the Level 2 PEO next academic year. 
 

Level 1 PEO Entry Requirements 

 
There is no entry requirement for this course regarding qualifications. However, the following requirements 
apply -  

 A good attitude as seen from a recent school report. 

 A successful 1:1 meeting, taster day and induction period. 
 

Expectations 
 

The following expectations are fundamental to the success of any student enrolling on this course –  

 A minimum of 95% attendance to taught lessons (not including authorised absence). 

 A good attitude to work, peers and staff. 



   

 Keeping up to date with all work set. 

 Being proactive to seek advice and guidance if you are struggling with any aspect of the course. 
 
There will be a probationary period of 6 weeks, after which your attitude to continue the course will be 
assessed.   

English and Maths Functional skills 
  
Students studying the Level 1 PEO course will also need to study English and Maths functional skills 
lessons, making up an additional 6 hours of timetabled learning each week. These lessons will be taught by 
English and Maths specialist teachers, with the goal to be developing skills and working towards passing 
GCSE English and Maths. 
 
UTC web link to course - https://www.utcsouthdurham.org/utc-life/curriculum/years-12-and-13/level-
2-performing-engineering-operations 
 
EAL Website - https://eal.org.uk/about-eal/eal-awards 
 

Qualification record - https://eal.org.uk/record/2494-performing-engineering-operations-nvq-qcf 
 
Qualification Factsheet -  http://www.eal.org.uk/PDF/Engineering/600_8229_X_fs.pdf 
 

Purpose statement - https://eal.org.uk/PDF/Sfa/6008229X_PS.pdf 
 
Hydram Website - https://www.hydram.co.uk/ 
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